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This Friday, Oct. 1, 

2021, was a historic day for the 

University of Lynchburg. The 

very first female, foreign born 

and first-generation president, 

Dr. Alison Morrison-Shetlar, 

was inaugurated a year after she 

took the helm as president at the 

university. 

The official ceremony 

lasted for about an hour on 

the steps of Hopwood Hall 

overlooking the Dell, in the 

middle of Lynchburg’s campus 

and was attended by students, 

faculty, staff, and alumni. 

President Morrison-Shetlar 

said, “I truly felt like a president 

the moment I stepped onto this 

campus and met everyone as 

everybody was so welcoming and 

by University of Lynchburg 

Wind Symphony and Orchestra, 

bagpipes music by Albemarle 

Pipes and Drums, many speakers 

from across the Lynchburg 

community, a Scottish dance 

performed by University 

of Lynchburg Dance Works 

Ensemble, and choral music 

performed by the University of 

Lynchburg Concert Choir. 

Senior and choir member, 

Alison Horton, said, “It means 

a lot to be welcoming a new 

president and to be part of 

something so momentous. It felt 

really great to be included in 

something like this.” 

Student Government 

Association President Matthew 

Gillett said, “ I love her three 
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so pleased to work together for 

the future of this institution.” 

In her speech, President 

Morrison-Shetlar addressed 

some inequities amongst the 

campus community and noted 

that she wants to help ensure 

that all voices are heard and 

represented. She said, “I look 

forward to partnering with our 

community to make a place 

for more students, faculty, and 

staff of color who are feeling 

voiceless, our LGBTQ+ and all 

affinity groups to feel welcomed 

and supported.” 

The ceremony involved 

processional music performed 
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(From left to right) Nathan Albert, Robert Lemon Jr., Matthew Gillett, President Alison Morrison- Shetlar, Sharon Foreman, Matthew Scruggs, 
Kelli S. Rainey, MaryJane Dolan. Photo taken by Jess Head on Oct. 1
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News News

The Critograph is the official 
University of Lynchburg 
student news and information 
source, published weekly 
during the fall and spring.  
 
All copy, photographs and 
graphics are the sole property of 
The Critograph and may not be 
reproduced without the specific 
consent of the Editor in Chief. 
 
Letters to the editor are 
encouraged. Submissions should 
be sent to critograph@lynchburg.
edu by 6 p.m. on Sundays. 
Letters are limited to 250 words 
or less and must include name, 
address and a current email 
address or phone number.  

If you have a correction or clarification, 
e-mail Critograph@lynchburg.edu. 
If you are interested in placing an 
advertisement in a print issue or 
online, please e-mail Critograph@
lynchburg.edu,
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Security Blotter reprinted verbatim from online  
campus crime log.

Security Blotter
Friday, September 17

Harassment - note left on vehicle

Wednesday, September 15
Door decorations removed & destroyed; indirect threats made

Monday, September 13
Vandalism - Explicit graffitti on stairwell wall

States to serve as President of the 

University of Lynchburg. She is 

uniquely prepared to lead us into 

the future.” 

President Morrison-Shetlar 

is paving the way for all students 

but especially female students on 

campus as she leads as the first 

woman in such a high position at 

the university. 

Freshman Alyssa Camejo 

said, “It feels so empowering to 

have a woman as president. I’m 

glad it’s happening. I think it’s 

long overdue to have women in 

positions of power where the 

decisions are being made.” 

President Morrison-Shetlar 

said, “So today was a very very 

special day, but it was also a 

special day to celebrate our 

students. That’s what it is really 

all about. I had about 45 minutes 

of ‘it’s all about me.’ But for the 

pillars and being able to see those 

be put into action. Inclusive 

Excellence, Innovation and 

Collaboration, and Leadership 

Development. Those are three 

things that I think will really 

help our campus.” 

President Morrison-Shetlar 

addressed the three pillars that 

she hopes will be the foundation 

of the Lynchburg experience. 

President Emeritus Dr. 

Kenneth R. Garren presented 

the President’s medallion. 

Garren said, “I am so pleased 

and so proud to formally pass 

the leadership baton onto Dr. 

Morrison-Shetlar. I know that 

this place we all love so dearly 

will thrive under her strong 

leadership.” 

Director of Student 

Engagement and Leadership 

Development B.J. Keefer said, 

“We loved Ken and I think his 

leadership was amazing. But, it’s 

time for new leadership. And 

I think what President Alison 

wants to do for us in terms of our 

pillars and take us to the next 

level. I think that’s what it’s all 

about, you pass the baton and the 

leadership changes and then the 

institution continues to grow.” 

Chair of the University 

of Lynchburg Board of Trustees 

Robert Lemon Jr., said, “She will 

be the first woman and the first 

person born outside of the United 

she made it clear that the day was 

the beginning of a brand new 

start for al l  faculty, students, 

and staff. 

A livestream of President 

Morrison-Shetlar’s inauguration 

has been uploaded on Youtube.

rest of the day, the rest of the 

year, the rest of the decade is all 

about our students.” 

President Morrison-

Shetlar is truly dedicated to 

making the campus community 

a better place and improving 

all  students’ education at 

the University of Lynchburg. 

Although it was a big day for her, 

The inaguration crowd standing for the Concert Quire’s performance of the University’s alma mater. Photo taken by Jess Head on Oct. 1

President Alison Morrison-Shetlar speaking during her inauguration. Photo taken by Declan Austin on Oct. 1 Students posing with their photo booth photos during the inauguration carnival. Photo 
taken by Jess Head on Oct. 1

Students posing together while playing mini golf. Photo taken by Jess Head on Oct. 1 Frank Whitehouse carrying the Mace. Photo taken by Jess Head on Oct. 1
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News News

Professors Embrace Inauguration Day

definitely liked the Scottish 
dancing and bagpipes. This is 
something new and I enjoyed 
it immensely.” 

Dr. Brickhouse-
Bryson, not only enjoyed the 
inauguration, but he also 
found it to be memorable, 
stating, “I certainly enjoyed 
the Scottish music as well. 
I enjoyed the last hymn in 
particular. I thought the last 
hymn was a nice sendoff.” 

To learn more about 
President Alison Morrison-
Shetlar and her goals, visit 
https://www.lynchburg.edu/
about/university-leadership/

speak. The implementation of 
her plans seems to be good,” 
added Dawson. 

In addition to the 
president’s plans to improve 
the university, faculty 
seem optimistic about the 
inauguration festivities. 

“My favorite part was 
the bagpipes and the new 
president. I came here in 2011 
when Dr. Garren was the 
president and it was just nice 
to see the inauguration with a 
Scottish theme and bagpipes,” 
said Dean. 

Dawson enjoyed the 
inauguration, stating, “I 

Week in  
Review

Information compiled  
from various sources. 

    “I am just really excited. 
That was my main takeaway. I 
am excited for the president’s 
three pillars of leadership. 
I am excited about taking 
liberal arts education into the 
21st century. As a historian, 
I really prioritize writing, 
critical thinking, analysis, 
and teamwork for a bigger 
project. Hence, I am thrilled,” 
said Dr. Adam Dean, a history 
professor at the University.

“She has a vision for 
how she sees the University 
moving forward. She is 
energetic and she is putting 
her plan into action as we 

University of Lynchburg 
professors showed up in 
full force to celebrate the 
inauguration of President 
Alison Morrison-Shetlar.

Under the blazing 
heat of the October sun, 
professors paraded through 
the Dell in their regalia and 
enthusiastically reinforced 
Morrison-Shetlar ’s vision for 
the university.

    Dr. Devon Brickhouse-
Bryson, a professor of 
philosophy, said, “I am very 
proud. I think it is a step in 
the right direction. I think 
it shows that the University 
is committed to diversity 
and inclusion. I think this 
is our moral obligation. The 
president’s mission explicitly 
pushes us in the direction of 
diversity and inclusion.”     

Dr. Brickhouse-Bryson 
added, “I think she is bringing 
new energy, new ideas, or a 
new direction. She is shaking 
up the status quo. I believe 
this is a very healthy thing for 
this University.”

Dr. Stephen Dawson, 
a professor of religion and 
philosophy, said, “I know 
there was a committee that 
put a lot of time and effort into 
this selection process. Clearly, 
they selected a wonderful 
candidate.”

William Masselli
Editor-in-Chief

Masselw374@lynchburg.edu

President Alison Morrison-Shetlar, newly inagurated. Photo taken by Jess Head on Oct. 1

President Alison Morrison-Shetlar. Photo taken by Declan Austin on Oct. 1

Dance Works performing during President Alison’s inauguration. Photo taken by Declan Austin on Oct. 1 Concert Quire performing during inauguration. Photo taken by Jess Head on Oct. 1

The recession ending President Alison’s inauguration. Photo taken by Jess Head on Oct. 1
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News News

Lynchburg Staff Extol President’s Commitment

as the renovations made to the 

anatomy and cadaver labs, and the 

ventilation system in Hobbs-Siglar 

Hall. 

Alicia Watson, a freshmen 

elementary education major, who 

is a member of the University 

Wind Symphony and Orchestra 

Students at the University 

of Lynchburg are enthusiastic 

about President Alison Morrison-

Shetlar’s tenure on campus, 

particularly in the wake of her 

inauguration. 

During her inauguration 

speech Morrison-Shelter thanked 

students for welcoming her to the 

university and elaborated on her 

vision for the campus. She said, 

“With the three pillars of diversity, 

inclusion and collaboration in 

place students will be totally ready 

to go out into the world.”

Rebecca Parks, a senior 

physiological sciences major said, 

“I loved listening to her speech 

and I’m excited that we have our 

first female president [...] I think 

she’s going to do an awesome job.”

Parks also participated in 

the traditional Scottish dance that 

celebrated the president’s heritage 

during the inauguration. 

Parks and the Dance Works 

team performed for Family and 

Parents Weekend and will be 

performing the dance again at 

their annual Dance Works recital 

later in October.

Maxwell Garcia, a junior 

biomedical science major said, 

he is already happy with the 

changes already made; such 

said, “It was a lot of fun [...] 

I’m excited to see how it goes,” 

when helping with the post-

inauguration carnival. 

The inaugural festivities 

continued with carnival games, 

crafting activities and a feast 

prepared by Lynchburg Dining 

LYNCHBURG, Va. – The 
Lynchburg Police Department 
is investigating after a 
malicious wounding this 
morning. 
 
On October 30, 2020 at 11:34 
a.m., an individual arrived at 
Lynchburg General Hospital 
with a non-life threatening 
gunshot wound. Officers are 
still investigating the possible 
location of the shooting. 
 
Anyone with information 
about this incident is asked 
to contact Det. Dubie at (434) 
455-6102 or Crime Stoppers 
at (888) 798-5900. Enter a tip 
online at http://p3tips.com 
or use the P3 app on a mobile 
device.

LPD News

The University of 

Lynchburg staff celebrated the 

inauguration of  President Alison 

Morrison-Shetlar on Oct.1, 2021. 

While the president has been a 

part of the campus community 

for almost two years, the 

inauguration had been postponed 

due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

    During her tenure at 

the university, she has put an 

emphasis on safety and equity for 

the university, while also making 

time to meet with students and 

professors. Also, she has been 

able to make a huge impression 

on the University’s staff through 

these difficult times. 

“I think it’s a good change of 

leadership,” said Seiya Nomura, 

the programming coordinator 

for the Office of Multicultural 

Services as well as Parents and 

Family Programs. “I think the 

past year she’s been doing a great 

job in building the community 

and building the culture around 

the University and taking this 

into a new and conductive future. 

Of course, we’ve taken a couple 

hits this past year, but I think with 

her leadership, she will definitely 

take us in the right direction to 

come back from the past year and 

a half,” added Nomura.

Students Welcome a New Hornet to the Hive

Services. Student favorite, the 

Kona Ice truck was also there to 

celebrate the momentous occasion.

For more information about 

the new President’s policies and 

plans for the future, visit https://

www.lynchburg.edu/about/

inauguration/

President Morrison-Shetlar 

has also made an impression on 

the Office of Admissions. 

Kameron Morris, an 

admissions counselor for the 

Office of Enrollment Services, 

said, “What I think I like the most 

about her is her commitment to 

her words. She’s a woman of her 

word, and she makes an effort 

to do what she doesn’t do that I 

noticed right from the start.”  

The president’s influence 

has also reached the Office of 

the Dean of Students.  Interim 

Vice President and Dean for 

Student Development, Kristen 

Cooper, said, “The President 

has been very good, I think, for 

the University. She is forward 

thinking and has a great level of 

passion for the university.”

John McCormick, a 

photographer for University 

Communication and Marketing, 

said, “I have been working with 

the president since day one, since 

she got here. I’m a photographer 

for the university, and I just see 

her as a great, new, fresh spark 

for the school and she’s gonna 

take us very, very far.” 

To watch President Alison 

Morrison-Shetlar’s inauguration, 

visit https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=mPCDk7PW9-A.

 Robert Lemon Jr. speaking during inauguration. Photo taken Declan Austin on Oct. 1
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Students Holding flags of the world. Photo taken by Ameliah Knopp on Oct. 1
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Inspiring Words at Inauguration

Women are starting to rule 
the world or, at the very least, 
the University of Lynchburg. 
President Alison Morrison-
Shetlar ’s inauguration on 
Friday, Oct. 1, 2021, was filled 
with high energy as the Dell 
was brimming with bagpipes 
and drums. 

President Morrison-
Shetlar is the first non-
American born president, 
as well as, the first woman 
president of the University. 
The inauguration of Morrison-
Shetlar was revolutionary 
for the pillars of leadership, 
innovation, and inclusivity 
and diversity.

The new president strives 
her leadership in the rights 
and betterment of all students, 
faculty, staff, and alumni. 

    “The times are 
changing,” said Morrison-
Shetlar. I couldn’t agree more. 
There is a buzz around the 
inauguration. There’s a sense 
of banishment of patriarchy. 
It’s liberating, inspiring, 
and enchanting to have such 
a strong, brilliant woman 
lead this institution as our 
president. 

    President Morrison-
Shetlar electrified the audience 
when she said “Words are no 
longer enough. Actions are 

paramount and we are taking 
action.” 

    “We must stand up, 
we must clearly proclaim 
that Black Lives Matter,” 
said Morrison-Shetlar, as 
she proclaimed her intent 
to intensify the University’s 
efforts to be inclusive and 
diverse. 

As Morrison-Shetlar 
wrapped up her “thank 
you’s” in the first part of her 
speech, she said, “No I haven’t 
forgotten, I’ve saved the best 

for last. I am so very grateful 
to our incredible University 
of  Lynchburg students. I 
have said time and time again 
that your people, our people, 
are the heart and soul of this 
institution.” 

President Morrison-
Shetlar is a woman that 
encourages us all to reach 
our best potential. She has 
influenced women across staff, 
faculty, alumni, and students 
to show their true colors and be 
strong, brave, and courageous. 

There is nothing that 
shows revolution more than 
the inauguration of a woman 
who roots for those who have 
been discriminated against 
and excluded from basic 
human rights. We are now 
looking forward to a brighter 
future at the University of 
Lynchburg. 

We are Lynchburg’s 
University, and we are a 
university of revolution. 

Em Maxey
Staff Writer

Maxeye989@lynchburg.edu

Upcoming Events

President Alison Morrison-Shetlar speaking during her inauguration. Photo taken by Jess Head on Oct. 1


