
Student Voice of University of Lynchburg

The COVID-19 Open Student Forum

/The Critograph /The Critograph

ritoritographgraphTheThe

The Student Government 

Association of the University 

of Lynchburg hosted an online 

COVID-19 open forum to 

address rumors and questions 

surrounding COVID-19 

policy at the University on 

Tuesday, Sept. 14, 2021. 

One of the first things 

addressed in the forum was 

the new mask mandate that 

will be implemented after the 

return of fall break. President 

Alison Morrison-Shetlar 

said, “ We talked about the 

best things to do around fall 

break. It’s a time when people 

are going to be going home 

likely this may change after 

the two week period is up.

Lisa Geier, director of 

the Health Center and a nurse 

practitioner, addressed the 

main mitigation techniques 

that the University of 

Lynchburg is implementing. 

Mandatory vaccinations 

among students, faculty and 

staff 

Masks in all indoor 

settings to reduce the spread 

of the virus 

Testing unvaccinated 

people regularly and testing 

all people with symptoms 

of COVID-19 regardless of 
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into their own communities 

and we want to make sure that 

when you come back that the 

campus is safe, that you are 

safe, and that we can continue 

to have our in-person classes 

while wearing masks.” 

The university will be  

requiring all students, faculty 

and staff to wear masks 

indoors at all times, except for 

when eating or in their own 

residences. This mandate will 

be in effect for at least two 

weeks following the return 

from fall break. However, the 

COVID-19 task force meets 

three times a week, so it is 

@TheCritograph /The Critograph

Women’s Field Hockey

Flicking on Home
Page 3

Student Life
The Walk

Page 5

The Met Gala
Revealing American Culture

Page 7

---

CONTINUED
on page 3

SGA Student Body President Matthew Gillett. Photo retrieved from @matthew_a_g_ on Instagram on Sept. 21, 2021.
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Security Blotter reprinted verbatim from online  
campus crime log.

Security Blotter
Wednesday, September 15

Door decorations removed & destroyed; indirect threats made

Wednesday, September 15
Report of marijuana smell in residential hall - unconfirmed by security

Friday, September 10
Alcohol Violation - Underage studnets in possession

Club Swim Is Back!

My experience so far has 

been great. Everyone in the 

club so far has been great 

as well,” said Lancaster. 

‘“The most exciting 

thing about club swim 

is making new friends 

and becoming extremely 

close with them, and 

finding others who enjoy 

swimming. My experience 

on club swim has been 

amazing. Everyone is super 

nice to each other and if I 

need a ride, I can rely on 

someone to help me,” said 

Brady. 

The university’s club 

swim team practices every 

Club swim is back 

at the University of 

Lynchburg after multiple 

delays since it’s original 

launch in 2018. 

Freshman, David 

Bradysaid, “it feels 

amazing to swim again. 

It’s a different experience 

from anything else. I feel 

tired but also energetic 

afterwards.” 

Caroline Lancaster, a 

fellow member of the club 

swim team added, “I’m very 

excited about swimming 

again. Swimming is a great 

way for me to process and 

clear my thoughts.” 

After a two year 

break from the presence 

of club swimming at 

the university, members 

appear to be ecstatic about 

the reappearance of club 

swim and their experience 

on the team.

“What I am excited 

about club swim is having 

more freedom over 

practices and swim meets. 

their first swim meet of the 

season. 

If interested in joining 

the team or have any 

questions, you can email 

Benjamin Smith (smith_bt@

lynchburg.edu).

Monday and Wednesday 

night at Crosswhite 

Athletic Center from 8 p.m. 

to 9 p.m. and currently has 

12 active members. 

The team plans to 

travel to University of 

Maryland on Oct. 9 for 

The University of Lynchburg Club Swim Team. Photo by Jessie Lee, taken on Monday Sept. 20.

Hunter Epperson
Copy Desk Chief

Epperson_H@lynchburg.edu
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The Archeology Society

due to being more regularly 

out in the community. 

Another  rumor that was 

addressed during the forum 

was the return to all online 

classes and visitor restrictions. 

The return to online classes 

is highly unlikely due to 

the transmission rate of 

COVID-19 in classrooms is 

none and that classrooms 

appear to be the safest places 

on campus, according to Chip 

Walton, associate provost and 

dean of General Studies.

According to Dean 

Walton, this year’s mandates 

are meant to be more 

educational and less about 

behavioral and disciplinary 

student conduct. This is due 

to student’ responses to the 

vaccination requirements, 

and the task force having no 

interest in setting any more 

restrictions on students. 

Dean Kristen Cooper 

said, “ Let’s hold ourselves 

accountable, let’s hold others 

accountable, and let’s lead by 

example to get through this.” 

On Friday, September 

17, 2021 the mask mandate 

was extended to all outside 

guests and visitors to wear 

masks indoors at all times, 

regardless of vaccination 

status. As the university 

is opening to more people 

through this past Parents and 

Family Weekend, as well as 

outside guests due to sports 

events, the task force made 

clear that this new mandate is 

imperative to campus safety. 

In closing of the forum, 

Student Body President 

President Matthew Gillett 

said, “It’s important moving 

forward to show that we care 

about one another, especially 

with wearing masks and things 

like that and understanding 

that it is not that we are trying 

to punish anyone but because 

we care about each other that 

we are doing these things.” 

The forum was recorded 

and sent out to all students 

via email for anyone who was 

unable to attend and wants to 

learn more. 

This fall, the 

University of Lynchburg 

launched The Archaeology 

Society, an organization 

which aims to bring a new 

opportunity for students to 

learn history.

Dr. Christie Vogler, a 

professor of history at the 

University of Lynchburg 

and faculty advisor of 

the organization, hopes 

to introduce students 

to  hands-on learning 

in history rather than a 

traditional lecture format. 

“We’ve been able to go 

out to Historic Sandusky 

to excavate … we’ve been 

able to break pots and 

learn how to put them back 

together,” said Vogler. 

The opportunity for 

students to excavate has 

allowed them to gain 

experience in the field of 

archaeology while having 

fun. 

“It’s a fun learning 

experience that isn’t 

required for students but 

it gives valuable hands-

on experience,” said 

Mikayla Minton, a junior 

communication studies 

major. “I like how I’m 

vaccination status. 

On the University of 

Lynchburg’s campus, 90% of 

all faculty, staff and students 

are fully vaccinated; in 

large contrast to the 39% 

vaccination rate in the City 

of Lynchburg according to 

Geier. Of the cases that the 

University has, a large number 

of cases have been from 

students living off-campus 

FORUM
from page 1

Archaeology Society students working on the Dell. Photo by Ameliah Knopp, taken on Sept. 
19.

Alyson Draper
Web Editor

Drapera768@lynchburg.edu

 A piece of obsidian. Photo by Ameliah Knopp, taken on Sept. 19.
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Horoscopes

Capricorn
Dec 22 – Jan 19

You feel as though you’ve 
turned a financial and 

professional corner, 
Capricorn. Go plan a trip. 

Taurus
Apr 21 – May 21

You might be in a financial 
jam right now, Taurus. Buy 
a dog or a cat and live your 

best life. 

Virgo
Aug 24 – Sept 22

There’s tension all around you, 
so you’ll be happiest spending as 
much time by yourself. Hence, go 
home and take a nap because you 
don’t need that negativity in your 

life. 

Libra
Sept 23 – Oct 23

You’re ready for a change, Libra, 
there’s no doubt about it. Break up 
with your toxic significant other, 

adopt a dog or a cat, and quit that 
job that’s making you hate life. 

Scorpio
Oct 24 – Nov 22

You’ve never looked better, 
Scorpio. But, your ex 

probably wouldn’t say the 
same thing. 

Sagittarius
Nov 23 – Dec 21

Sometimes a little indulgence 
has value far beyond its price, 
Sagittarius. Treat yourself to 

a box of cookies and a bubble 
bath because you deserve it. 

Aquarius
Jan 20 – Feb 18

Who knew you were so 
talented, Aquarius? You 

should quit your toxic job 
and make your new talent 

as a job.

Pisces
Feb 19 – Mar 20

Loving care is prescribed 
for someone in your family, 
Pisces. Go buy them a nice 

meal this week. 

Aries
Mar 21 – Apr 20

There’s tension in the air, 
Aries, but there’s little you 
can do about it. Take a nap 

and relax. 

Gemini
May 22 – June 21

Don’t spread the good 
news too quickly, Gemini. 

Bad news has to come 
eventually. 

Cancer
June 22 – July 22

If you receive a financial 
windfall, spend it wisely, 

Cancer. Go buy a dog, a cat, or 
a new car. Those are all great 

investments. 

Leo
July 23 – Aug 23

You’re energetic and 
enthusiastic today. Ask 

yourself, “did I drink too 
much coffee?”. 

Horoscopes by Jessica Head, Alyson Draper, and Hunter Epperson

spears and arrowheads. 

Everyone worked 

together to perfect their 

tools, much like how 

humans did the same thing 

thousands of years ago. 

By getting an 

understanding of how 

the tools were made and 

having the experience of 

making them with others 

The Archaeology Society is 

learning about Archaeology 

the way someone from the 

distant past would. 

The Society plans to 

sponsor several upcoming 

events including a movie 

night and a dig at Historic 

Sandusky to find the 

smokehouse. 

Students interested 

in joining the Archaeology 

Society can contact Dr. 

Vogler at vogler_cm@

lynchburg.edu.

able to get down and dirty 

and take a more active 

role in finding history,” 

added Emma Coffey, a 

junior history major at the 

University. 

The society was 

working on creating their 

own stone tools out on 

the Dell using prehistoric 

methods using stones to 

sharpen flint into items like A piece of obsidian being sharpened. Photo by Ameliah Knopp, taken on Sept. 19.
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Opinion

College Life: The Walk

would not be one of them. 

I, again, was wrong. On 

Saturday, September 11, 

2021, at 9:30 am, there was 

a knock on my door. There 

were about six brothers 

there to give me my bid. I 

felt like I was finally able 

to relax until they told me 

I needed business clothes. 

continued and I was invited 

to their Knighthood dinner. 

It was very relaxing and 

reassuring to be around 

people I could relate to.

    However, the night 

ended at 8:30 pm, and 

the anxiety came back. 

They were going to make 

decisions on who would be 

given a bid and become a 

candidate, and I worried I 

Week in  
Review

Information compiled  
from various sources. 

US general admits drone strike 
near Afghan airport that killed 10 
was a ‘mistake’

U.S. Central Command Gen. 
Frank McKenzie admitted at a 
briefing Friday that the Aug. 29 
drone strike near Kabul airport was 
“a mistake.” (Retrieved from ABC 
News)

FDA advisory group rejects 
Covid boosters for most, limits to 
high-risk groups

A Food and Drug Administration 
advisory panel overwhelmingly 
voted Friday against giving Pfizer-
BioNTech’s Covid-19 booster shots to 
most people on Friday, agreeing only 
to distribute them to people ages 65 
and up as well as those at high risk of 
severe illness. (Retrieved from NBC 
News) 

Official: US to expel Haitians 
from border, fly to Haiti

A US official says the Biden 
administration plans on the wide-
scale expulsion of Haitian migrants 
in a small Texas border city on flights 
to Haiti starting Sunday. (Retrieved 
from ABC News) 

Virginia sees surge in COVID-19 
hospitalizations among children

LYNCHBURG, Va. (WSET) — 
There is a record-breaking number 
of hospitalizations in children with 
COVID-19 across the Commonwealth.
Federal data reports that last week 
252 children under the age of 18 
were hospitalized for COVID-19. 
(Retrieved from WSET)

Early voting gets underway 
across the Commonwealth

DANVILLE, Va. (WSET) — 
Virginia is 45 days until the general 
election. Friday was voters’ first 
opportunity to cast an early ballot. 
(Retrieved from WSET) 

The Buzz
[catches hornet opinions in writing]

The columns in “The Buzz” do not represent the opinions of The Critograph or its staff, but instead captures the views of their authors.

    The week of 

September 10, 2021, I 

rushed the fraternity, Sigma 

Nu. Being the person I am, I 

was anxious beyond belief. 

I had already missed two 

days of rush week to attend 

to my duties as part of the 

school newspaper, and felt 

I may not fit in with this 

new crowd. Thankfully, 

I was wrong. The week 

Walking is something 

we overlook. It gets us 

from point A to point B. If 

there is something across 

the room, we walk to go get 

it. When we need to get to 

class, we walk to get there. 

We do not associate real 

significance with the act of 

walking. 

    However, there 

are few moments and few 

milestones in our lives that 

are associated with this act. 

We learn to walk as babies 

before we start to run. We 

walk down the aisle to get 

married. We walk across 

the stage for a diploma or 

an award. For myself and 

others, we walk to enter 

into Greek Life. CONTINUED
on page 7

Rylee McDonal
Copy Editor

Mcdonar922@lynchburg.edu

Man walking in front of graffiti. Photo by Volkan Omez, retrieved from Unsplash.com on Sept. 21.
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PSA In The Brain

Recently, I learned 

about an assignment in my 

son’s civics class. He must 

memorize the Preamble to the 

Constitution.  “I can’t say it,” 

I said, “I can only sing it.” In 

fact, the very second that he 

mentioned the subject, the 

song had popped unbidden 

into my head. It was another 

example of a highly successful 

earworm from the good 

people who made School 

House Rock! 

Back in my childhood, 

Saturday morning television 

belonged to kids. We could 

not wait to watch hours 

of cartoons and live-

action shows. Peppered in 

among the programs were 

a number of public service 

announcements, small 

segments designed to help 

young people learn important 

information and demonstrate 

that the networks were 

not just money-grubbing 

entities trying to lure us to 

commercials for toys and 

Dr. Michael Robinson
Communication Studies Professor

Robinson.m@lynchburg.edu

A neon sign that reads “USE YOUR BRAIN”. Photo taken by Jesse Martini, retrieved from Unsplash.com on Sept. 21.

for example, few characters 

as instantly off putting as 

Timer. Describing him is a bit 

challenging because he has no 

clear real world analog. Timer 

is some kind of bipedal entity, 

with long skinny appendages 

stretching out from a round 

central mass. Timer’s face 

seems almost villainous with 

a long mishappen nose and 

toothy grin. He wears an 

orange top hat and bow tie 

for effect. Timer is yellow 

in shade, the color of say an 

unhealthy lemon or a wound 

or spot just beginning to get 

infected. His voice is nasal 

and screechy. In any other 

cartoon Timer would chase 

children and try to harm 

cereal. I am always amazed 

at how deeply some of those 

items are buried in my brain. 

“The Preamble” is not 

one of School House Rock!’s 

best tunes. It eschews the 

more upbeat jazzy sounds of 

“Conjunction Junction” or 

manic frenzy of “Ready or 

Not Here I Come” in favor of 

a folksier solemnity. It works 

though. That thing is etched 

so deeply into my brain that I 

have to work hard not to sing 

the Preamble.

Of course, nothing truly 

surpasses the epic that is “I’m 

Just a Bill.” That particular 

number once helped me on a 

civics test back in the day. 

School House Rock! 

songs are not the only bits that 

have made it into my noggin. 

Some television shows had 

their own helpful segments 

built into their programming. 

I have never met a strange 

dog without immediately 

thinking of Wonder Woman’s 

sound and cautious advice 

from a Superfriends segment. 

Mutt, the dog handler for G.I. 

Joe, had similar suggestions 

about a decade later. Two 

independent sources thus 

confirmed this valuable 

canine interaction protocol 

for me. 

Due to repetition, 

even characters I despised 

somehow reached me with 

their messages. There are, 

them. For some reason this 

repellant being was charged 

with helping kids, perhaps 

as some restitution for some 

earlier heinous crime.

Yet that loathsome 

creature got into my head 

too, such is the power of 

constant repetition. Timer’s 

segments generally had to 

do with health and nutrition. 

He would often suggest good 

snacks for kids. In “I Hanker 

Fer A Hunk O Cheese,” Timer 

takes on a cowboy persona to 

promote cheese as a healthy 

afternoon snack option. And 

as much as I hate to admit it, 

when I grab a small cheese 

snack it really is “a winner and 

yet won’t spoil my dinner.”

I just cannot stand 

Timer, but his propaganda 

worked on me.  

In fact, on the very same 

day my son mentioned his 

civics assignment, when my 

wife complimented me on a 

healthy cheese snack choice, 

I begrudgingly confessed that 

it wasn’t me. It was all Timer’s 

idea. 
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candidates, none of whom 

were for Sigma Nu. The 

anxiety came back, as I 

highly dislike being the 

center of attention.

    I was worried about 

being the only one. I was 

worried I may fall on my 

face walking towards the 

brothers. I was worried 

there may be something 

wrong with my new, 

incredibly expensive suit. 

    When it was finally 

pride was worn by Nikkie de 

Jager, aka Nikkie Tutorials. Her 

aquamarine tulle dress was 

covered in flowers with a sash 

sewn into the train of the dress 

with Marsha P. Johnson’s iconic 

phrase “Pay It No Mind.” The 

dress was designed by Edwin 

Oudshoorn. Nikki came out 

as transgender to her fans in 

Jan. 2020. In Nikki’s instagram 

post showcasing the dress she 

writes, “I knew I wanted to 

pay homage to a trans icon 

who was at the forefront of 

the Stonewall Riots… Marsha 

P. Johnson paved the way for 

At 10:00 am that morning, 

I rushed to the mall and 

spent $256 on a suit to 

wear for the bid walk at 

11:30 am. I returned to 

my dorm at 11:00 am, and 

immediately got prepared 

for the bid walk.

    Once dressed, I left 

my building and walked 

to the friendship circle. 

Waiting for me were other 

The Met Gala, also known 

as the fashion industry’s 

version of the Oscars, was not 

stopped by COVID-19 this 

year. American independence 

was the theme for this year’s 

event, showcasing some artist’s 

concept of what American 

pride can really look like. This 

prompt revealed some of the 

most controversial aspects of 

American culture, good or bad.

One of the top dresses 

that highlighted American 

my turn to walk, I looked 

back on the week I just 

experienced. With each 

step I took, I recalled my 

encounters with each of 

the brothers. I remember 

the jokes we shared, the 

conversations we had, 

and the debates over 

Spiderman. I remembered 

the feeling of belonging 

when I walked into their 

house. I remember seeing a 

type of kinship with them I 

so many of us, and I hope I 

made my community proud 

tonight.”

Nothing says American 

pride like illustrating the 

beautiful culture of Native 

Americans. Quannah 

Chasinghorse (age 19)  is an 

environmentalist advocate 

coming from the Native 

American tribes of Hän 

Gwich’in and Sicangu. Her 

beautiful gold metallic dress 

and real turquoise jewelry 

combined modernism with 

Native American tradition. 

This was Chasinghorse’s 

LYNCHBURG, Va. – The 
Lynchburg Police Department 
is investigating after a 
malicious wounding this 
morning. 
 
On October 30, 2020 at 11:34 
a.m., an individual arrived at 
Lynchburg General Hospital 
with a non-life threatening 
gunshot wound. Officers are 
still investigating the possible 
location of the shooting. 
 
Anyone with information 
about this incident is asked 
to contact Det. Dubie at (434) 
455-6102 or Crime Stoppers 
at (888) 798-5900. Enter a tip 
online at http://p3tips.com 
or use the P3 app on a mobile 
device.

LPD News

The Met Gala 2021 Reveals Controversial Aspects of American Culture

have only ever read about.

    The walk itself felt 

like it took forever, but I 

would do it again if I could. 

It was more than just a 

fancy way of accepting a 

bid. It was starting a new 

chapter in my life. It was 

the next big milestone for 

me. I was on the path to 

become a part of this legacy 

of men, of knights. 

first Met Gala. Her dress was 

designed by Peter Dundas.

“Tax the rich” is 

becoming a popular phrase 

among older adolescents and 

young adults. Alexandria 

Ocasio-Cortez stunted the 

phrase at the Met Gala. As the 

Met Gala is an event mainly 

for stars and fashion designers, 

it comes as no surprise that 

this outraged viewers. Ocasio-

Cortez’s congressional salary is 

estimated at $174,000 annually. 

The dress was designed by 

Aurora James.

Em Maxey
Staff Writer

Maxeye989@lynchburg.edu

WALK
from page 5
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Embracing the Road

The University of 
Lynchburg Women’s 
Soccer Team is gearing 
up for the vigorous 
conference schedule in the 
Old Dominion Athletic 
Conference (ODAC). 

The team has a 
rich tradition of being 
successful and is looking to 
capitalize on a pair of out-
of-conference road victories 
against Rochester Institute 
of Technology (RIT) and 
Arcadia University on 
back-to-back weekends.

The Hornets traveled 
to Rochester on Sept. 11, to 
knock off RIT in a double 
overtime victory with a 
last second goal scored by 
Meghan Lauder. 

A forced overtime 
occured when Madison 
Myers tied the game up 
with less than a minute 
remaining in the game. 

This past weekend 
the Hornets traveled to 
Glenside, Pennsylvania 
to face Arcadia and came 
away with a 4-0 victory. 
Goal scorers included the 
overtime hero, Megan 
Lauder, with a pair, as well 
as Taylor Smith and Alyssa 
Damato both notching a 
goal a piece.

“These past two weeks 
have allowed us to grow as 
a team and the wins have 
helped the confidence,” 
said Taylor Smith. 

Smith, who is a legacy 
for coach Todd Olsen, has 
been around the program 
for multiple years, and 
feels rejuvenated after 
their “COVID year”. 

“Yes, we struggled 
last year in an odd covid 
year but with the incoming 
freshmen we feel like we 
have a rejuvenated spirit 
and are ready to attack the 
season,” said Smith.  

Smith understands 
what it is like to come into 
a decorated program and 
play meaningful minutes 
immediately.

Smith added,“I have 
been in their position and 
I know that the first time 
you run onto the field 
against some of the best 
teams in the country it 
can be nerve racking. But 
I hope that I have been 
able to make the transition 
easier for them by sharing 
my experiences.” 

The Hornets look to 
continue their success with 
finishing up a five game 
road stand that ends this 
weekend. 

The Hornets will 
play Roanoke College 
Wednesday night (Sept. 
22) in a non-conference 
matchup followed by the 
ODAC opener at Guilford 
Friday night (Sept. 24) 
prior to finishing the week 
against Emory on Sunday 
afternoon in Charlotte.

Senior Annie Doyle 
said, “I think that Coach 
Olsen has given us a great 
schedule that is gonna 
prepare us for the rest of 
the year and especially for 
ODAC play.”

The senior class has 
not been back to the ODAC 
title game since 2018 and 
have high hopes this year 
that they will be able to 
climb back to the top of the 
conference.

Doyle said, “I 
personally have yet to ring 
the bell but I know the 
other girls in our class have 
and I think everyone on 
this team really wants that 
feeling for the first time.”

Smith said, “I think 
it would be a great way to 
cap off our time together 
at Lynchburg and set us 
up for a NCAA tournament 
run”.

Lynchburg soccer has 
been dominant in soccer 
including 16 conference 
titles on the women’s side, 
but the Hornets have been 
absent from the title game 
since 2018 which was the 
last time the women rang 
the bell.

Be sure to read 
more about University 
of Lynchburg Women’s 
Soccer at https://www.
l y n c h b u r g s p o r t s . c o m /
sports/wsoc/index

Christopher Jennings
Assisstant Copy Editor
Jennings_cr@lynchburg.edu

Upcoming Events

Sports:
University of Lynchburg Women’s 
Volleyball Team v. Roanoke College 
at Turner Gymnasium on Saturday, 
Sept. 25, 2021, at 12:00 pm. 
University of Lynchburg Men’s 
Soccer Team v. Eastern Mennonite 
at Shellenberger Field on Saturday, 
Sept. 25, 2021, at 7:00 pm. 

Greek Life: 
Delta Sigma Pi Recruitment Week
Kahoot at SHWL 214 on 
Wednesday, September 22, 2021, at 
6:00 pm. 
Watch Party at SHWL 215 on 
Thursday Sept. 23, 2021, at 5:00 pm.
Other Events:
S’mores and Bingo at Westover 
Firepit on Thursday, Sept. 23, 2021, 
at 7:00 pm. 
BSA Game Night at SHWL 207 on 
Thursday, Sept. 23, 2021, at 7:00 pm. 

Taylor Smith. Photo Courtesy of Lynchburg Athletics/Olivia Smith


